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"we have seen his star"
- Matthew 2:2
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Highlights of pvevious Month

2025 Jubllee Year Concludrng Mass Our Lady of Immaculate ConcponFeast Mass,
St. Michael's Cathedral, Coimbatore. St. Michael's Cathedral, Coimbatore

Meetlng with the I.awyers Meetlng with the Teachers,
Nirmala College for Women, 5“"83"‘ Carmel Garden Mat. Hr. Sec. School, Puliakulam

Feast mass, Sacraments of Holy Communlon and Feast mass, Sacraments of Holy Communion and
Confirmation, St. Mary's Church, Erode Town.  Confirmation, St. Francis Xavier's Church, Sowripalayam

Feast mass, Sacraments of Holy Communlon and Christmas Celebration,
Confirmation, St. Francis Xavier's Church, Aravakurlchl St. Michael's Hr. Sec. School, Coimbatore.

Commission Members Meeting & CRI Chrlstmas Celehratlon Cmmbatore
Christmas Celebration, Jeeva jothl Ashram,

Christmas Celebratlon, - Christmas Celebration,
Bishop's House, Coimbatore Christ The King Polytechnic College, Othakalmandapam
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Intention of the Pope

For prayer with the Word of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of
God be nourishment for our lives and a
source of hope in our communities,
helping us to build a more fraternal and
missionary Church.

Fr. Secretary
Bishop's House, Post Box No. 6, Coimbatore - 641 001.
www.coimbatore diocese.org | chebishophouse@gmail.com
& :+91 94430 39182
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Pope's Message 3

Dear brothers and sisters,

“Break forth together into songs of joy”
(Is 52:9), cries the messenger of peace to those
standing amid the ruins of a city in desperate need of rebuilding.
Though dusty and wounded, his feet are beautiful, writes the
prophet (cf. Is 52:7), because, along rugged and weary roads they
have carried a glad announcement in which everything is reborn.
A new day has dawned! We too are part of this new beginning,
even if few as yet believe it: peace is real, and it is already among
us.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the
world gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27). Thus Jesus spoke to the
disciples, whose feet he had just washed. They were to be
messengers of peace, sent to journey tirelessly through the world
to reveal to all the “power to become children of God” (Jn 1:12).
Today, therefore, we are not only surprised by the peace that is
already here; we also celebrate the way in which this gift has been
given to us. In this “how,” in fact, shines the divine difference that
causes us to break forth into songs of joy. For this reason,
throughout the world, Christmas is a feast par excellence of music
and song.

The prologue of the fourth Gospel is itself a hymn, with the
Word of God as its protagonist. The “Word” is a word that acts.
This is a hallmark of God's Word: it is never without effect.
Indeed, many of our own words also have effects, sometimes
unintended. Yes, words “act.” Yet here is the surprise that the
Christmas liturgy presents to us: the Word of God appears but
cannot speak. He comes to us as a newborn baby who can only cry
and babble. “The Word became flesh” (Jn 1:14). Though he will
grow and one day learn the language of his people, for now he
speaks only through his simple, fragile presence. “Flesh” is the
radical nakedness that, in Bethlehem as on Calvary, remains even
without words — just as so many brothers and sisters, stripped of
Eeir dignity and reduced to silence, have no words today. Humy




flesh asks for care; it pleads for welcome and recognition; it seeks |

hands capable of tenderness and minds willing to listen; it longs
for words ofkindness.

“He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God” (Jn 1:11-12).
This is the paradoxical way in which peace is already among us:
God's gift invites us in; it seeks to be welcomed and, in turn,
inspires our own self-giving. God surprises us because he leaves
himself open to rejection. He also captivates us because he draws
us away from indifference. Becoming children of God is a true
power — one that remains buried so long as we keep our distance
from the cry of children and the frailty of the elderly, from the
helpless silence of victims and the resigned melancholy of those
who do the evil they do not want.

To remind us of the joy of the Gospel, our beloved Pope
Francis wrote: “Sometimes we are tempted to be that kind of
Christian who keeps the Lord's wounds at arm's length. Yet Jesus
wants us to touch human misery, to touch the suffering flesh of
others. He hopes that we will stop looking for those personal or
communal niches which shelter us from the maelstrom of human
misfortune and instead enter into the reality of other people's lives
and know the power of tenderness” (Evangelii Gaudium, 270).

Dear brothers and sisters, since the Word was made flesh,
humanity now speaks, crying out with God's own desire to
encounter us. The Word has pitched his fragile tent among us.
How, then, can we not think of the tents in Gaza, exposed for
weeks to rain, wind and cold; and of those of so many other
refugees and displaced persons on every continent; or of the
makeshift shelters of thousands of homeless people in our own
cities? Fragile is the flesh of defenseless populations, tried by so
many wars, ongoing or concluded, leaving behind rubble and
open wounds. Fragile are the minds and lives of young people
forced to take up arms, who on the front lines feel the
senselessness of what is asked of them and the falsehoods that fill
the pompous speeches of those who send them to their deaths.
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(_ When the fragility of others penetrates our hearts, when the;\l

pain shatters our rigid certainties, then peace has already begun.
The peace of God is born from a newborn's cry that is welcomed,
from weeping that is heard. It is born amidst ruins that call out for
new forms of solidarity. It is born from dreams and visions that,
like prophecies, reverse the course of history. Yes, all this exists,
because Jesus is the Logos, the Meaning, from which everything
has taken shape. “All things were made through him, and without
him was not anything made that was made” (Jn 1:3). This mystery
speaks to us from the nativity scenes we have built; it opens our
eyes to a world in which the Word still resonates, “many times and
inmany ways” (cf. Heb 1:1), and still calls us to conversion.

To be sure, the Gospel does not hide the resistance of darkness
to the light. It describes the path of the Word of God as a rugged
road, strewn with obstacles. To this day, authentic messengers of
peace follow the Word along this path, which ultimately reaches
hearts — restless hearts that often desire the very thing they resist.
In this way, Christmas gives fresh impetus to a missionary
Church, urging her onto the paths that the Word of God has traced
for her. We do not serve a domineering Word — too many of those
already resound everywhere — but a presence that inspires
goodness, knows its efficacy and does not claim a monopoly over
it.

This is the way of mission: a path toward others. In God, every
word is an addressed word; it is an invitation to conversation, a
word never closed in on itself. This is the renewal that the Second
Vatican Council promoted, which will bear fruit only if we walk
together with the whole of humanity, never separating ourselves
from it. The opposite is worldliness: to have oneself at the center.
The movement of the Incarnation is a dynamics of conversation.
There will be peace when our monologues are interrupted and,
enriched by listening, we fall to our knees before the humanity of
the other. In this, the Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church, the
Star of Evangelization, the Queen of Peace. In her, we understand
that nothing is born from the display of force, and everything is
reborn from the silent power of life welcomed.

B @




B— ; =S
3:&3 ) Bishop's Message 3

Dear Rev. Fathers, Religious and People of God,

The New Year has just stepped in. Let us welcome the year
with joy, hope and expectation. It is a precious from the hands of
our loving Father in Heaven. We thank the Lord for this gift of
this new year. I wish you all a prosperous and a Grace-filled
New Year 2026 with the blessings of God. Many of our dear
ones, friends, kith and kin were not given the chance of seeing
this new year. God, in his kindness, has given us the opportunity
to see this new year. We shall be grateful to the gift of this year.
As the token of our gratitude, throughout the year 2026, let us
give importance to our spiritual life, family prayers and personal
prayers. If we give more time for personal prayer, you can rest
assured that the year will be filled with God's blessings.

On the first of January, the Church celebrates the solemnity
of Mary, Mother of God. First among the saints, she is the
mother of Jesus and mother of the universe. The council of
Ephesus (431) defined Mary as the Mother of God. As Elizabeth
said, " Mary is the mother of my Lord (Luke1:42)” She is also
our mother because Jesus has made us sons and daughters of
God. To all those who receive him, Jesus gives the power to
become children of God (Jn 1:12). Thus, as children of God, we
are brothers of Jesus, and his mother is our mother, too. Jesus
clearly says from the cross, “She is your mother” (Jn 19:27).

As her children, we should learn from Mary the lessons of
authentic Christian living. Mary teaches us both by example and
word. Her prayerfulness, humility, surrender to God's will,
obedience, love for Christ, love for neighbors, gratitude to God
and her trustin Jesus are all shining examples for us to imitate.

As we begin the new year, let me take this opportunity to
appreciate and thank you all wholeheartedly for all your pastoral
ministry to your parishioners in the year 2025. In this new year,
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(;ou may earnestly do the ministry. God's blessings are plent

for you.
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May the new-born Christ bless you and your parishioners.

Yours devotedly in new-born Christ

+L. Thomas Aquinas
Bishop of Coimbatore

j Bishop's Engagements

D)

3.01.2026

Date/Time Programme Place
03.01.2026  |First Saturday Mass Holy Rosary Basilica,
Sat / Mor Karumathampatti.
04.01.2026  |Holy Mass and St. Thomas | St. Thomas' Church,
Sun / Mor Community Hall Foundation | Avinashi

Stone Blessing
09.01.2026 & [Month's Mind Mass Kottar
10.01.2026
11.01.2026 Feast Mass Infant Jesus Shrine,
Sun / Mor Kovaipudur.
12.01.2026 Golden Jubilee Mass St. Michael's
Mon / Mor Mat. Hr. Sec. School,
Eve Golden Jubilee Celebration |Coimbatore.
14.01.2026 Consecration of the New St. Mother Thresa's
Wed /Mor |Church Church, Thindal.
15.01.2026 Feast Mass and Sacraments |Kulandhai Madha Shrine,
Thu /Mor  |of First Holy Communion and | Kangayam
Confirmation
17.01.2026  |Blessing of the New Church | Arokia Madha Church,
Sat / Eve Akkaraipalayam.
(Sub-Station to Kolappalur)
18.01.2026 Feast Mass and Sacraments |St. Paul's Church,
Sun / Mor of First Holy Communion Rathinapuri.
and Confirmation
20.01.2026 To | TNBC Meeting Chennai

=
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From Vicar General's Desk 3

New Year Greetings and wishes.
In this month of January, we will have our monthly
recollection in our respective vicariates.

COIMBATORE FIDES EDUCATION TRUST
Dear Rev. Fathers,

This year (2025) " Coimbatore Fides Education Trust"
has disbursed a sum of Rs. 13,61,000/- (Rupees Thirteen Lakh
Sixty-One Thousand only) as scholarship. Out of 459
applications received, after careful verification and checking ,
350 applications were approved and 109 were rejected. Majority
of rejections were due to, not attaching the necessary documents
and not securing 50 % of marks in each subject. Very few over
the income of the parents. The awardees consist of 120 boys and
230 girls from 51 parishes.

The cadre wise split-up details of the awardees are given
below:

I. Ph.D & Research Scholars:

Ph.D :
Total : Nil
II.M.Phil & P.G. in Professional Course:
M.Phil. M.E
Total : Nil

[II.PG & Professional Courses:
M.A., M.Sc., M.Com., MCA., MBA, MSW. : 40
B.E., B.Tech., B.Sc.(Agri), B.D.S, M.B.B.S : 102
Tota 142 x Rs.5,000 = Rs.7,10,000
IV. PARAMEDICALS:
BPT., B.Sc.(OT & AT ), B(Pharm), B.Sc (Cardio)
B.Sc.(Nur)., B.Sc.(Lab Asst)., B. OPTO : 27
Total 27 x Rs.4,000 = Rs. 1,08,000
V. UG & Diploma Courses:
&B.A., B.Sc., B.Com., B.C.A., BBA., B.Ed. BNYS : 175 J
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General Nursing (DGNM), DEEE, 6
Total : 181 x Rs.3,000 = Rs. 5,43,000
GRAND TOTAL = Rs. 13,61,000

COIMBATORE FIDES EDUCATION TRUST
BISHOP'S HOUSE, COIMBATORE - 641 001
PARISH ALLOTMENT DETAILS - 2025

NO PARISH Amount No Of Students
1 | AIRPORT- SITRA 21,000.00 8
2 | AKKARATKODIVERY 18,000.00 -
3 | AVINASHI 16,000.00 4
4 | BHAVANISAGAR 15,000,00 5
S | CATHEDRAL 24,000.00 ¢
6 | CHINNA DHARAPURAM 26,000,00 6
7 | ERODE RLY COLONY 26,000.00 !
8 | ERODE TOWN 39,000.,00 2
9 | IVERPADI 4,000.00 .
10 | JOTHIPURAM 18,000.00 5
11 | KANNAMPALAYAM 44,000.00 12
12 | KARUMATHAMPATTI 38,000,00 10
13 | GOUNDAMPALAYAM 50,000.00 4
14 | KATTOOR 31,000.00 7
15 | KARUR 66,000.00 15
16 | KANGAYAM 26,000.00 s
17 | KOMARAPALAYAM 11,006,00 3
18 | KOVAIPUDUR 6,000,00 2
19 | KUNIAMUTHUR 22,000.00 6
20 | MADDATHUKULAM 19,000.00 3
21 | MADUKKARAI 35,000.00 2
22 | MARIAPURAM 10,000.00 3
23 | METTUPALAYAM Antony's 35,000.00 10
24 | METTUPALAYAM Grotto 41,000.00 s
25 | MUDIS 2

9,000.00 I|




26 | N.G.G.O COLONY 30,000.00

27 | ONDIPUDUR 50,000.00 i
28 | 0.K. MANDAPAM 5,000.00 1

29 | PALLADAM 79,000.00 i
30 | PALLAPALAYAM 22.000,00 G

31 | PERUNTHURAI 13,000.00 3

32 | PODANUR - St. JOSEPH'S 16,000.00 4

33 | POLLACHI 15,000.00 i

34 | PUCKLIPALAYAM 11,000.00 3

35 | PUGALUR 13,000.00 3

36 | PASUPATHIPALAYAM 40,000.00 9

37 | RATHINAPURI 73,000.00 19
38 | RS.PURAM 30,000.00 8

39 | SIRUMUGAI 3.000.00 .

40 | Somanur (Marianallur) 22,000.00 i

41 | SOMANUR (St.Ignat) 24,000.00 6

42 | SOWRIPALAYAM CBE 45,000.00 13
43 |SULUR 5,000,00 !

44 | TIRUPUR - JOSEPHS 36,000.00 10
45 | TIRUPUR - St. CATHRINE 49,000.00 12
46 | TIRUPUR - NALLUR 71,000.00 e
47 | TIRUPUR - IDUVANPALAYAM 3,000,00 1

48 | VALIPALAYAM 8,000.00 2

49 | VALPARAI 10,000.00 3

50 | VELLAKOVIL 3,000.00 1

51 | VISUVASAPURAM 35000,00 9

13,61,000.00

Yours fraternally,

V.Rev.Fr. John Joseph Stanis

Secretary to the Trust I|
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News from CDYC 3

Dear Fathers,

I express my sincere sentiments of gratitude to our beloved

Bishop Most. Rev. Dr. L. Thomas Aquinas, Very. Rev. Msgr.
John Joseph Stanis: Vicar General,
Very. Rev. Fr. Antony Selvaraj:
Procurator, Rev. Fr. Antony
Jesuraj: Director of Pastoral Centre
for the permission, support and
love towards the Youth and youth
Commission.

Annual Secretaries' Meeting:

On 11.12.2025, there was an annual meeting
for all the commission secretaries, which was
presided over by His excellency our Bishop. As
a Secretary of Coimbatore Diocese Youth
Commission (CDYC), Rev. Fr.
GnanaPragasam attended the meeting and
submitted the annual report. All the activities of
CDYC and the future plans of it were discussed
in the meeting.

SING O BETHLEHEM - SEASON 10:
14.12.2025

"Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men
in whom he is well pleased." (Lk 2: 14)

Every year during the month of
December a Carol competition is arranged by
CDYC for the youth of our Diocese. This year
SING O BETHLEHEM SEASON 10 was
conducted at Infant Jesus Shrine, Kovaipudur
on 14.12.2025. In this competition 14 parishes
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participated. The program was

inaugurated by His excellency, our

Bishop, the president of CDYC, He

blessed the crib, prayed and wished all

the young participants. Our Bishop

presided over the function. Rev. Fr.
Josephraj, and Rev. Fr.
Julian Antoniraj, Professors of Good Shepherd
Seminary, Sr. Mary Gracelet PDDM: Mumbai,
were the judges for the Youth carol competition.

Prayer dance - Bharathanatiyam was
performed by Selvi. Catherine Patricia of St.
Francis Xavier's Church, Sowripalayam.

Following are the parishes participated in the
Carol competition:

1. St. Michael's Cathedral, Coimbatore, 2.

St. John Bosco Church,

Kavudampalayam, 3. St. Paul's Church,

Rathinapuri, 4. St. Joseph's Church,

Podanur, 5. St. John De Britto Church, RS

Puram, 6. St. Francis Xavier Church,
Sowri Palayam, 7.
Sagaya Madha Church, Sulur, 8. Infant
Jesus Shrine, Kovaipudur, 9. Sts. Peter
& Paul Church, Madathukulam, 10.
Velankanni Arokia Madha Church,
Palladam, 11. Christ The King Church,
Kattoor, 12. St. Joseph's Minor
Seminary, Coimbatore, 13. Our Lady of

Lourdes Church, Pollachi, 14. Resurrection Church,

Ramanathapuram (English).

The winners are: First Prize: St. Michael's Cathedral,
Coimbatore, Second Prize: St. John De Britto's Church, RS
Puram, Third Prize: Sagaya Madha Church, Sulur. Selvan.
Milton Jude of St. Michael's Cathedral won the Best Lyricist




4 i 3
award. Selvan. Godwin Jeffrey of St.
John De Britto's Church, RS Puram
won the Best Music Composer award.
Selvan. Immanuel of Infant Jesus

Shrine, Kovaipudur won the Best
instrumentalist award.

The function went on well by the
Lord's blessing. I thank you all dear fathers for your love,
concern and economical support for the gram. I thank all the
parish priests and parents for sending your youth members to the
program. | program. request you to give your cooperation
continuously.

Some Glimpses of Sing O Bethlehem Season 10
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I wish you all a prosperous New Year 2026.
Thank You

With Love in Christ,
Rev. Fr. S. Gnana Pragasam,
Secretary, CDYC

4
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News from CMSSS )

Greetings from CMSSS
Dear fathers
IBCAWARENESS TRAINING PROGRAM
On November 25th, the IBC
successfully conducted an
awareness training program for the
Narikuravar community at
Thaneerpandhal, near Avinashi. The
session witnessed the participation
of thirty women. The primary objective was to impart crucial
awareness on the formation of a stable and harmonious family
unit. The training elaborated on the essential requirements for a
cohesive family life. A significant emphasis was placed on the
critical importance of education. Participants were encouraged
to consistently support their children's academic pursuits and
motivate them to achieve success in life. The program was
concluded with the distribution of essential items to the
attending families to support their welfare. The initiative was
received with positive engagement and is expected to contribute
to the community's social development.
IBC CHILDREN PROGRAM
On November 26th, our team from IBC
organized a special program at the local Gypsy
community school. The one-hour event was
designed to support the educational journey of
the children. We began with a warm
interaction session, engaging the students in
meaningful conversation. This was followed by a series of fun
and stimulating educational games, which the children
participated in with great enthusiasm and joy. The highlight of
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the visit was the distribution of new school

bags, a gesture aimed at encouraging their

academic pursuits. The presence and support

of the dedicated teachers were invaluable

throughout. We extend our sincere gratitude to

them and the program coordinators for their collaboration. The
initiative was a rewarding experience, successfully blending
encouragement with practical support for the young learners.
IBCAWARENESS PROGRAM: GOVERNMENT SCHEMES

A one-hour awareness
program on Government
Schemes was conducted by the
IBC at our Pollachi Centre for
residents of the Kollupuram
region on November 25th.

The session introduced various government schemes,
detailing the specific processes and application procedures for
different age groups and families. Key topics included housing
loans and the benefits available through specific government
unions. The program concluded with a question-and-answer
segment, which helped clarify participants' doubts.

Participants gained significant knowledge, particularly about
housing loan eligibility and the privileges associated with
joining government-led unions. The initiative was well-
received and successfully enhanced community awareness of
available government support.

IBCPROGRAM FOR SHGS STRENGTHENING

A one-hour program focused on the strengthening of Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) was conducted for the women of the
Ponnapuram region in Pollachi on November 25th.

The session involved a detailed discussion on strengthening
their women's groups. Participants openly shared the pros and
cons they experience within their groups. Practical ideas and
&ffective strategies to confront these common problems we%
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collectively explored.
The group leaders were actively
motivated throughout the interaction.
Their specific doubts regarding group
management and conflict resolution were addressed and
clarified. The program was successful in providing the leaders
with actionable insights to enhance the stability and productivity
of their SHGs. The participants expressed appreciation for the
guidance received.
DOMESTIC WORKERS CLUSTER FORMATIONS
A significant initiative has been undertaken to form domestic
workers' clusters across the regions of Avinashi, Coimbatore,
Kinathukadavu, Anamalai, and Pollachi. The primary objective
was to organize workers into small, manageable groups and
introduce them to the schemes and benefits offered by the
Domestic Workers Union.
Members were actively motivated to understand their rights
and the advantages of collective representation, encouraging
them to join the union. To ensure proper governance, leadership
roles including President, Secretary, and
Treasurer were elected from within each
cluster.
This foundational step marks crucial

progress toward formal unionization. All

clusters are now scheduled to convene

in a collective gathering in February to

officially consolidate as a unified

union. This paves the way for

enhanced solidarity, stronger

advocacy, and access to greater

welfare benefits for all members involved.

IBC PROGRAM FOR NARIKURAVAR COMMUNITIES

The IBC program recently conducted a series of four
M‘[reach initiatives in Ponnapuram and Kinathukadav%
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specifically targeting clusters of the Narikuravar community.

The primary objective was to bridge the information gap by

introducing the latest central and state government welfare

schemes. A local government officer served as the resource

person, effectively explaining the eligibility criteria and benefits

of various schemes. Detailed pamphlets were distributed to

individuals for future reference. Crucially, the sessions provided

step-by-step guidance on the application

methodology, empowering participants

to access these benefits. The program

proved highly useful for this

marginalized group, directly benefiting

the individuals by equipping them with

the knowledge and tools to avail

themselves of essential government support.

IBCALCOHOLISM AWARENESS PROGRAM

The IBC program conducted a targeted awareness campaign

on alcoholism for the Narikuravar communities in Kollupuram

and Kinathukadavu. The session focused on educating families

about the severe ill effects of alcoholism on health, finances, and

social well-being. Resource persons provided crucial guidance

on handling alcoholism, discussing practical strategies for

prevention, seeking community support, and accessing

professional de-addiction services. To ensure sustained

awareness and action, informative pamphlets summarizing this
information were distributed directly
to households. This initiative was a
vital intervention for these
marginalized clusters, directly
equipping families with knowledge to
combat substance abuse and fostering
a proactive approach to community

health and stability. The program successfully engaged

Mproximately 85 individuals across both locations. J
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IBC Women's SHG Initiative

The IBC program recently undertook a significant initiative
to strengthen and form Women's Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
across all seven Narikuravar clusters. Coordinators facilitated
targeted programs designed to methodically propose and
establish a structured group framework.

The sessions clearly outlined the operational structure of the
SHGs, emphasizing their core principles of collective savings
and credit. The pressing needs of the community and the tangible
benefits of group membership—including access to micro-
finance, enhanced financial literacy, and mutual support—were
thoroughly explained.

This intervention has served as a
strong motivating force within the
Narikuravar community, successfully
establishing multiple new SHGs. The
initiative marks a foundational step
towards economic empowerment and social cohesion, with
plans to link these groups to broader banking and livelihood
channels.

SHG Leaders Exposure Visit

Our self-help group leaders from the Pollachi region conducted
an educational visit to a local small-scale factory. The purpose
was to observe and learn critical skills for enterprise
development. The factory owner provided a comprehensive
demonstration, focusing on two key areas: essential technical
skills for small-scale production and effective marketing
strategies to reach customers. The leaders gained practical
insights into streamlining operations and promoting products.
The owner's dedication and the factory's success served as a
powerful inspiration for the visiting SHG leaders, motivating
them to apply these valuable lessons to strengthen their own
collective enterprises. The visit was highly productive and

|I enlightening. ||
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I/T_ASSOS MEETING _\l
A significant meeting was convened at

TASSOS, Trichy, on December 10th,

featuring an input session on the RFAP

program focused on strengthening

institutional capacity and financial

management. Caritas India facilitated a

crucial one-hour induction program for the 27 Diocesan Social

Service Societies (DSSS).

The agenda included an open discussion with the DSSS
directors of Tamil Nadu, where future
collaborative plans were charted.
Additionally, the imperative of
implementing and adhering to robust
safeguarding policies within all
societies was thoroughly discussed.

The productive session
concluded with a shared lunch and the exchange of Christmas
greetings, fostering a spirit of unity and shared purpose among
the participating diocesan representatives.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION FOR SPONSORED
CHILDREN

A festive Christmas celebration for children under the
sponsorship program was joyfully held on December 13th at
CMSSS. Approximately 100 students, along with their parents,
participated in the season's events. The children and their
families expressed heartfelt regards
and gratitude towards the generous
donors. The program included the
distribution of gifts and cakes to all
attending children. The Director met
with each student and parent for a
brief personal interaction and
&aluation. A dedicated 15-minute input session for parents W%
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conducted by the Director, while a
resource person engaged the students
in a separate motivational session. The
event, smoothly facilitated by the
coordinators and the Director,
successfully combined celebration
with meaningful engagement.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT CMSSS
A reverent Christmas celebration
was held at CMSSS, graced by the
presence of Most Reverend Bishop
Thomas Aquinas. The ceremony
commenced with a half-hour prayer
service, followed by the blessing of the
crib by His Excellency. The event saw the participation of
priests, well-wishers, Kolping leaders, CMSSS coordinators,
and collaborating partners. Following the spiritual observance, a
communal lunch was shared as a token of gratitude and love
extended by CMSSS. This gathering fostered meaningful
fellowship and embodied the spirit of the season. Sincere thanks
and prayers are extended to all collaborating partners, well-
wishers, and the dedicated volunteers of CMSSS for their
unwavering support and contributions to this joyous celebration.
KOLPING
Kolping Annual Cake Sale Initiative
The recent annual cake sale, spearheaded by the Kolping
initiative, was successfully conducted across our region. Various
Kolping families actively participated in this entrepreneurial
program, each undertaking marketing and sales efforts at their
respective locations. This dedicated initiative, introduced this
year, served the dual purpose of enhancing practical marketing
skills among members and generating supplementary profit for
the participating families. The collective effort demonstrated
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excellent community spirit and

business acumen. Special thanks are

extended to all DLKF leaders and

the coordinators of each Kolping

family. Their diligent organization

and unwavering support were instrumental in making this

valuable initiative a significant success, strengthening both the

economic capacity and cooperative bonds within our Kolping

community.

Kolping BMZ Education Measures Project

To document the successful implementation of a skill

development initiative under the Kolping BMZ Education

Measures Project. A one-day vocational training program was

conducted at Valparai on 16th December, focusing on low-cost

skill enhancement for members. The workshop, attended by 25

participants, was led by resource person Mrs. Manju. The

curriculum provided practical

instruction in the production of wine

and the preparation of cakes, offering

valuable knowledge for potential

micro-enterprise development. The

session was well-received by the

Kolping members of the Valparai

region, equipping them with applicable skills to improve

household income. The program concluded with a festive

Christmas celebration, fostering community spirit. This

intervention effectively supported the project's objective of
promoting sustainable livelihoods
through accessible education.
Motivational Training on Green
Environment for DLKF Members
A motivational training program for
DLKF members was successfully
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I/c_onducted at the CMSSS Animation _\l

Centre. The session, focused on
fostering a green environment, was
attended by approximately 20
participants. The resource person
emphasized the critical care and
concern required for our natural surroundings, linking
environmental stewardship to personal and community progress
in daily life. The importance of adopting sustainable practices
was strongly highlighted, with the
theme "No Plastic" serving as the
central actionable message.
Participants were engaged in
discussions on practical measures to
reduce plastic usage and promote
ecological balance.
The training effectively motivated
members to become proactive ambassadors for a greener
community. The session concluded with a shared commitment
to implement the discussed principles.
Entrepreneurship Development
Program for Kolping Women
A one-day Entrepreneurship
Development Program was conducted
for Kolping women at Sowripalayam on
Thursday, December 11th. The session
was attended by approximately 25
members from the Rosa Mystica and Francis Xavier Kolping
families.
The resource person, Mr. Sajith, General
Manager of Ganapathy Silks, provided
valuable insights into contemporary
entrepreneurial opportunities within the

|I city. He introduced practical ventures in ||
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paper plate and candle manufacturing, highlighting innovative
moulds and production techniques. Furthermore, he outlined
essential marketing strategies for successful business initiation
and growth. The interactive program concluded with an
engaging question-and-answer session, allowing participants to
clarify specific doubts. This initiative effectively equipped the
women with foundational knowledge and motivation to explore
new avenues in micro-enterprise development.

UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDERATION TRUST
For the MONTH OF DECEMBER -2025

|
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UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDERATION TRUST
LOAN DISBURSEMENT DETAIL — December 2025
NABFINS-2025

COIMBATORE DIOCESE HEALTH COMMISSION
CHAT Enlarged Board Meeting
A one-day enlarged board meeting
of CHAT was successfully held on
December 9th at Muthupillai
Mandapam, Kumbakonam. The
program featured Dr. Asha as the
resource person, who conducted an
informative half-day input session on
the critical subject of Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR).
During the afternoon session, member organizations
formally submitted their DHA (Diocesan Health Association)
reports to the forum for review. A significant administrative
decision was made, with CHAT resolving to hold its next Annual
General Body Meeting in Coimbatore. The meeting concluded
in the evening. It witnessed strong participation, with
approximately 50 members attending, ensuring broad
representation and engagement in the forum's discussions and

decisions.




COIMBATORE DIOCESE SC/ST COMMISSION

Monitoring Committee Meeting
A meeting of the Monitoring
Committee formed under the SC/ST
Commission was held on December
6th at CMSSS. The session was
attended by fifteen members,
including the Zonal Coordinator and the Diocesan Commission
Secretary. The primary agenda was planning a two-day Career
Guidance Camp. The committee decided to hold the camp on

January 24th in Coimbatore and January

25th in Kolapalur. The program is

designed to benefit tenth and twelfth-class
students, as well

as undergraduate

students. The

potential benefits of the initiative,
including educational and vocational
direction for youth, were discussed. The proposal received
unanimous approval from all committee members present,
marking a positive step towards structured student support.
Women's Group Formation
The SC/ST Commission successfully
initiated a women's group formation
program at Siluvaipuram, Avinashi. This
one-hour session, conducted by Miss
Bafina, the Zonal Coordinator, saw the
participation of approximately 25 women
from the local community.

The core objective of the program was
the empowerment and socio-economic
upliftment of marginalized women. The
session focused on motivating attendees,

|I enlightening them about their potential to ||
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(i:entify and pursue avenues for _\l

financial independence and overall

success in life. This formative meeting

established the foundational spirit of

the group. The initiative marks a

positive step towards fostering self-reliance and collective
growth, with plans for regular follow-ups and skill-building
activities to translate this vision into actionable change.

Rev. Fr. Tellis Roch
Director, CMSSS

May God grant them eternal rest

01-01-1919 Very Rev.Fr. Rondy V.G
02-01-2019 Rev. Fr. R. Selvaraj
03-01-2018 Rev. Fr. Maria Irudayanathan
06-01-1960 Rev.Fr. Maria Joseph
07-01-1935 Rev.Fr. Paul

07-01-2003 Rev. Fr. S. M. Amaladass

07 -01-2005 Rev.Fr. George Kunnath
09-01-1969 Rev.Fr. G.M.Manuel
13-01-2006 Rev.Fr.Francis Joseph
16-01-1947 Rev.Fr.A.Rathinanather
16-01-1967 Rev.Fr. A.Lazare

16-01-1910 Rev.Fr. E.Perie

17-01-1942 Rev.Fr. A.Collin

18-01-1947 Rev.Fr. A. Dezest
19-01-2016 Rev.Fr. Maria Mudiappan
21-01-1901 Rev.Fr. Maria Savery
22-01-1957 Very Rev.Fr. D.M. Antony V.G
23-01-1977 Rev.Fr. S. Annasamy
27-01-1921 Rev.Fr. B.E. Bachelard
31-01-1881 Rev.Fr. Joseph Louis Ravel




Chstmas Mass, St. Antony's Church,
Mettupalayam

£

Christmas Mid Night Mass, Sing o' Bethlehem,
St. Michael's Cathedral Infant Jesus Shrine, Kovaipudur

Wish Yew a Long Lifie and Gowd Haalth en Your Binthh Dy

Jan 1st Jan2nd Jandth JanTth Jan 21st
Fr. Melchior Fr. Naveen Antony Fr. Kulandaisamy Fr. Paulraj Vincent Fr. Ranjithkumar

Jan 24th Jan 28th Jan 28th Jan 28th Jan29th
Fr, Sebastin Maria Sundaram  Fr. Valsas Edward Vimal ~ Fr. Edward Gnanasekar Fr. Paul Fr. Alexander

May Gjod Bless You on Your Feast Day

Epiphany 20th  uth 25th
Fr. Melchior Fr. Sebastian Durai  Fr. Sebastin Maria Sundaram Fr. John Paul Vincent
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