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That everyone might have food
Let us pray that everyone, from large 

producers to small consumers, be committed 
to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that 

everyone has access to quality food.

Intention of the Pope
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Dear brothers and sisters,
Today all of creation is resplendent with new 

light, a song of praise rises from the earth, and our hearts rejoice: 
Christ is risen from the dead, and with him, we too rise to new life!

This Easter proclamation embraces the mystery of our lives 
and the destiny of history, reaching us even in the depths of death, 
where we feel threatened and sometimes overwhelmed. It opens 
us up to a hope that never fails, to a light that never fades, to a 
fullness of joy that nothing can take away: death has been 
conquered forever; death no longer has power over us!

This is a message that is not always easy to accept, a promise 
that we struggle to embrace, because the power of death 
constantly threatens us, both from within and without.

From within, this power threatens us when the weight of our 
sins prevents us from “spreading our wings” and taking flight, or 
when the disappointments or loneliness we experience drain our 
hope. It likewise looms over us when our worries or our 
resentments suffocate the joy of living, when we are sad or tired, 
or when we feel betrayed or rejected. When we have to come to 
terms with our weakness, with the sufferings and the daily grind 
of life, we can feel as if we have ended up in a tunnel with no end in 
sight.

From without, death is always lurking. We see it present in 
injustices, in partisan selfishness, in the oppression of the poor, in 
the lack of attention given to the most vulnerable. We see it in 
violence, in the wounds of the world, in the cry of pain that rises 
from every corner because of the abuses that crush the weakest 
among us, because of the idolatry of profit that plunders the earth's 
resources, because of the violence of war that kills and destroys.

In this reality, the Passover of the Lord invites us to lift our gaze 
and open our hearts. It continues to nourish the seed of the 
promised victory within our spirit and throughout the course of 

Pope's Message



3

history. It sets us in motion, like Mary Magdalene and the 
Apostles, so that we may discover that Jesus' tomb is empty, and 
therefore in every death we experience there is also room for new 
life to arise. The Lord is alive and remains with us. Through the 
cracks of resurrection that open up in the darkness, he entrusts our 
hearts to the hope that sustains us: the power of death is not the 
final destiny of our lives. We are all directed, once and for all, on 
the path to fulfilment, because in Christ we also have risen.

With heartfelt words, Pope Francis reminded us of this in his 
first Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, affirming that 
the resurrection of Christ “is not an event of the past; it contains a 
vital power which has permeated this world. Where all seems to 
be dead, signs of the resurrection suddenly spring up. It is an 
irresistible force. Often it seems that God does not exist: all 
around us we see persistent injustice, evil, indifference and 
cruelty. But it is also true that in the midst of darkness something 
new always springs to life and sooner or later produces fruit” (n. 
276).

Brothers and sisters, Easter gives us this hope, as we remember 
that in the risen Christ a new creation is possible every day. This is 
what today's Gospel tells us, as it clearly describes the event of the 
resurrection as taking place on “the first day of the week” (Jn 
20:1). The day of Christ's resurrection thus takes us back to that 
first day when God created the world, and at the same time 
proclaims that a new life, stronger than death, is now dawning for 
humanity.

Easter is the new creation brought about by the Risen Lord; it is 
a new beginning; it is life finally made eternal by God's victory 
over the ancient enemy.

We need this song of hope today. It is ourselves, risen with 
Christ, who must bring him into the streets of the world. Let us 
then run like Mary Madgalene, announcing him to everyone, 
living out the joy of the resurrection, so that wherever the specter 
of death still lingers, the light of life may shine.

May Christ, our Passover, bless us and give his peace to the 
whole world!
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Bishop's Message

Dear Rev. Fathers, Religious and People of God,
On 3rd of May, four of our deacons will be ordained priests 

in our cathedral.  We thank the Lord for the gift of four priests to 
our diocese.  While congratulating them, we offer our prayers 
and wish them fruitful ministry in our diocese. At this juncture, I 
recommend you to promote vocations from your parish. Our 
diocese is in dire need of priests to do pastoral ministry. The best 
place to nurture vocation to priesthood and religious lives is  the 
family. You, as the parish priest, should instruct the parents and 
the elders in the family to encourage their children to become 
priests and religious. In the words of St. Mother Teresa, we need 
priests in the Church to obtain God's blessings through the 
celebration of the sacraments.

The month of May is dedicated to the devotion of Our 
Blessed Mother Mary. I earnestly request you, dear Fathers, to 
propagate the pious devotion of reciting rosary individually and 
as a family at home. The recital of rosary is old aged piety of our 
Church. St. Alphonse De Ligouri says, “Never will anyone who 
prays rosary be led astray”. In the words of many saints, the 
family that recites rosary will live together and never be divided. 
It is a mandatory responsibility to spread the devotion to Our 
Blessed Mother who favors the recital rosary wherever she 
made her apparitions.

In this month, we are invited to organize VBS in our 
parishes. As our children are on holidays, it is good opportunity 
to instruct them about the importance of the Word of God. The 
Word of God has to be the part and parcel of the lives of 
Catholics, much more in the lives of the children. Through VBS, 
you can very well inculcate into the minds of the children the 
necessity of the Word of God and make them develop the habit 
of reading the Bible daily. While appreciating your Bible 
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apostolate in your parishes, I earnestly exhort you to give the 
utmost importance to VBS and make it obligatory for all the 
children to participate in the VBS actively and enthusiastically. 

May the Risen Lord bless you and your Bible apostolate.

Yours devotedly in Risen Lord
+L. Thomas Aquinas

Bishop of Coimbatore

Bishop's Engagements

01.05.2026

Fri / Mor

       Eve

03.05.2026

Sun / Eve

06.05.2026

Wed/ Mor

10.05.2026

Sun / Mor

Noon

15.05.2026 

Fri / Mor 

16.05.2026

Sat / Mor 

17.05.2026

Sun / Mor 

Date/Time Programme Place

Feast Mass and Sacraments 

of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

Feast Mass and Sacraments 

of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

Diocesan Priestly Ordination 

Mass

Finance Council Meeting

Feast Mass and Sacraments 

of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

Vocation Camp for the 

Vicariates of Coimbatore and 

Mettupalayam

Interview - Minor Seminary

CMSSS General Body 

Meeting

Feast Mass and Sacraments 

of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

St. Joseph's Church,

Ondipudhur

St. Joseph's Church,

Kumar Nagar, Tirupur 

St. Michael's Cathedral,

Coimbatore.

Bishop's House

St. Catherine's Church,

Tirupur Town. 

Jeeva Jothi Ashram,

Coimbatore.

Bishop's House,

Coimbatore.

CMSSS, 

Bishop's House.

St. Joseph's Church,

Podanur. 



          Eve

18.05.2026

Mon / Eve 

24.05.2026

Sun / Mor 

27.05.2026

Wed / Eve

28.05.2026

Thu / Mor 

31.05.2026

Sun / Mor 

Date/Time Programme Place

Feast Mass and Sacrament of 

Confirmation

Nuptial Mass

Holy Mass and Sacraments 

of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

Nuptial Mass 

Nuptial Mass 

Holy Mass and Sacraments 

of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

Our Lady of Fatima 

Church, Gandhipuram  

Basilica of Our Lady of 

Snows, Tuticorin

St. Jude's Shrine,

NGGO Colony 

St. Francis Assisi Church, 

Ganapathy 

 St. Catherine's Church,

Tirupur Town 

Infant Jesus Shrine,

Kovaipudhur 
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From Vicar General's Desk

Yours fraternally,

V.Rev.Fr. John Joseph Stanis

Vicar General & Secretary to the Trust
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V.B.S. Ø>V¦Âï swV

AM> óçÄB©Ãì géBD, ¼ÃVÝ>ûì

17.04.2026 Øk^¹Âþwç\ ¶[® ¼ÃVÝ>ûì AM> 
óçÄB©Ãì géBÝ]_ ÖBÂzåì >Íç> ¶kìï^ ïVçé 9.00 
\è ]ò©Ão WçÅ¼ku¤ V.B.S. Ø>V¦Âï swV ØïV½¼BuÅÝm¦[ 
g«DÃ\Vªm. Ö]_ 220 zwÍç>ï^ Ãºz ØÃu® 10 åVâï^ 
s|xçÅ ssoB kz©A åç¦ØÃuÅm. ÖÍWïµ¡ EÅ©ÃVï 
åç¦ØÃÅ ̈_éV °uÃV|ïçe¥D ØÄF> ÃºzÝ>Íç> ¶ò^Ãè 
·>Vïì ¶kìïÓÂzD, c>s© ÃºzÝ>Íç> ¶kìïÓÂzD 
å[¤ïÓD, ÃV«Vâ|ÂïÓD.

V.B.S. gEöBìïÓÂïVª ïòÝ>«ºz:

19.04.2026 ¶[® ýk¼ÛV] ¶òâÃè ç\BÝ]_ ïVçé 
9.30 \è x>_ \Vçé 4.00 \è kç« V.B.S. gEöBìïÓÂïVª 
ïò Ý > «ºz åç¦Ø Ã u Å m .  Ö Â ï ò Ý > «º þ _ å \m 
\çÅ\Vkâ¦Ýç>ß ÄVìÍ> 22 Ãºzï¹oòÍm 90 gEöBìï^ 
ïéÍm ØïVõ| ÃBªç¦Í>Vìï^. ÖÂïòÝ>\Vçk {óö_ c^e 
æ¼BV[ ]BVª Ö_éÝ]_ å\m \çÅ\Vkâ¦Ý]oòÍm 4 ¼Ãì 
ïéÍm ØïVõ| ÃluE ØÃuÅkìï^ ÖBÂzåì >Íç>¼BV| 
ÖçðÍm V.B.S. ïòÝ>\Vçk tïß EÅ©ÃVï kaå¦Ý]ªVìï^. 
\Vçé 3.30 \èBes_ ¼\F©A©Ãè ÖBÂzåì >Íç> 
¶kìïeV_ ]ò©Ão WçÅ¼kuÅ©Ãâ| ÖÂïòÝ>\ì¡ WçÅ¡ 
ØÃuÅm. >ºï^ Ãºzï¹oòÍm gEöBìïçe »Âï©Ã|Ý] 
¶Ð©̧  çkÝ> ¶çªÝm ÃºzÝ>Íç>Bìï^ ¶çªkòÂzD 
å[¤ïÓD ÃV«Vâ|ÂïÓD.
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¶[¸B© ÃèÂz¿:

¶uA> g¼«VÂþB ¶[çª géBD, ¼Ä«[ \Våïì

19.04.2026 ¶[® ¼Ä«[ \Våïì ¶uA> g¼«VÂþB ¶[çª 
géBÝ]_ ÖBÂzåì >Íç> ÃºzÝ>Íç>¼BV| ÖçðÍm 
]ò©Ão WçÅ¼ku¤ 18 ¶[¸B© ØÃV®©ÃVeìï^ çïl_ ̈ö¥D 
Ø\¿z]ö¼BV| c®]Ø\Va |̈Âï©Ãâ| ¶ì©Ãð swV 
åç¦ØÃuÅm. ÖÍ> °uÃV|ïçe ØÄF> ÃºzÝ>Íç> ¶ò^Ãè 
g[âÔ ¶kìïÓÂz å[¤ïÓD, ÃV«Vâ|ÂïÓD.

¶[çª ¼keVºïõè géBD, Ã_é¦D

26.04.2026 ¶[® Ã_é¦D ¶[çª ¼keVºïõè 
géBÝ]_ ¶[¸BÂ ïe©ÃèBVe ì ïe V_ \ V ] ö 
¶[¸BÂíâ¦ºï^ å¦Ý>©Ãâ| 15 ¶[¸BºïÓÂz ¶[¸B© 
ØÃ V®©Ã Veì ¼> ì>_ åç¦ØÃu® ØÃ V®©Ã Veìï^ 
¼>ìÍØ>|Âï©Ãâ¦Vìï^. ÖÍ> °uÃV|ïçe ØÄF> ÃºzÝ>Íç> 
¶ò^Ãè g[¦M QVª©̧ «ïVÄD ¶kìïÓÂz å[¤ï^.

z|DÃ åé©ÃèÂz¿:

ï¦Í> °©«_ \V>D Ö«õ¦VD ÄM \u®D QVl® (11.04.2026 & 
12.04.2026) ¶[® ]ò\ðÝ >BVö©A ïòÝ>«ºz kz©ÃVªm 
ýk¼ÛV] gE«\Ý]_ åç¦ØÃuÅm. Ö]_ 112 ¼Ãì ïéÍm ØïVõ| 
ÃBªç¦Í>ªì. ¼\KD Ö«õ¦Vkm QVl® ØÃu¼ÅVòÂïVª 
ïòÝ>«ºz åç¦ØÃuÅm. Ö]_ 150 ¼Ãì ïéÍm ØïVõ| 
ÃBªç¦Í>ªì.

¼\ \V>D ]ò\ð >BVö©A ïòÝ>«ºz åç¦ØÃÅVm.

¶|Ý> \V>ºï^ åç¦ØÃ®D åVâï^:

É[ 13.06.2026 & 14.06.2026

Éçé 11.07.2026 & 12.07.2026

gïüâ 08.08.2026 & 09.08.2026
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Ö¦D: ýk¼ÛV] ¶òâÃè ç\BD

¼å«D: ïVçé 9.00 \èx>_ \Vçé 4.30 \èkç«

ïâ¦ðD: Ô.800/-

ÃºzÝ>Íç>l[ ïMkVª ïkªÝ]uz:

1. ]ò\ð ïòÝ>«ºz ïVçé 9.30 \èÂz g«DÃ\VþÅm. 
ª̈¼k Ãº¼ïuÃVeìï^ ÄöBVï 9.00 \èÂz Öºz ÖòÂzDÃ½ 
ko¥®Ý>¡D. ÎòEéì ïVé>V\>\Vï 10.00 (¶) 10.30 \èÂz 
kòçï >òþ[ÅVìï^. ª̈ ¼k Àºï^ ¶¤sÂzD ¼ÃVm 
¼å«Ýç>¥D ¶¤sÂï¡D.

2. ØÃu¼ÅVì ïòÝ>\ì¡ QVl® åç¦ØÃ®þÅm. ¶>uzD Àºï^ 
ko¥®ÝmDÃ½ ¼ïâ|Â ØïV^þ¼ÅVD. ¶kìïÓÂzD åVºï^ 
ÄV[¤>µ kwºzþ¼ÅVD. ̈ ª¼k ¶ç> ØïVõ| k«ßØÄV_o 
ÄöÃVìÂï¡D.

cºï¹[ ÎÝmçw©AÂz å[¤

¶òâÃè  D. gõ¦M ¼Û·«Vë,
                                ¶òâÃè ç\B ÖBÂzåì
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¼ïVçk \çÅ\Vkâ¦© ÃºzÝ >eºï¹_ c^e ¶çªÝm 
Ãºz© ÃèBVeìïÓÂzD, ¶çª Ým W®kª ºï¹[ 
¶òâ>Íç>BìïÓÂzD ¼ïVçk \çÅ\Vkâ¦ ï_s©Ãè 
z¿s[ ÄVìÃVï kðÂïxD, kVµÝmïÓD!

å\m ï_s W®kªºï¹_, ¼kçé kVF©A kwºzD 
kõð\Vï, 13 / 04 / 2026 x>_ sõð©Ãºï^ ØÃÅ©Ãâ|, A]B 
Ã]¡ïÓD, ÃçwB Ã]¡ï¹[ Am©̧ Ý>_ Ãè¥D 25 / 04 / 2026 
gD åV^ kç« EÅ©ÃVï å¦Âï c>sB ¶çª Ým 
¶òâ>Íç>BìïÓÂzD å[¤ï^ Ãé.

c º ï Ó ç ¦B  x ¿  Î Ý m ç w ©ç Ã ¥ D ,  æ «V ª  
g¼éVÄçªïçe¥D åVºï^ ̈[ØÅ[®D k«¼kuþ¼ÅVD.

å[¤!

News from Education Commission

Ökõ
¶òâÃè. xçªkì. P. g¼«VÂþB >¼>Rü

¼ïVçk \çÅ\Vkâ¦ 
Ã^¹ï¹[ ïõïVè©ÃVeì.

ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿:

¼ïVçk \çÅ\Vkâ¦ ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿

29.3.26 ï¡õ¦D ÃVçeBD ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿ ïòçð 
Ö_éD ØÄ[® Eu®õ½¥D ØÃVòâïÓD kwºþªì.

15.4.26 ¶[® ØÃV^eVßE Ùìm ¶[çª géBÝ]_ Ãºz 
>Íç>l[ gæ«¼«V| ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿ g«D¸Âï©Ãâ¦m.
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19.4.26 ¶[® N.G.G.O ïVéM AM> ¥>V >¼>¥ géBÝ]_ 
ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿ g«D¸Âï©Ãâ¦m.

ïVâùì þ¤üm ¶«Äì ¼Ã«VéBÝ]_ ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿ 
ÎòkòÂz \òÝmk c>s ØÄF>ªì.

Ãèï^ åç¦ØÃÅ »ÂzsÝ> Ãºz >Íç>BìïÓÂzD c>s 
ØÄF> >[ªVìkéìïÓÂzD ÃV«Vâ|ÂïÓD kVµÝmÂïÓD.

å[¤
¶òâÄ¼ïV>ö .Ø«÷ªV 

ØÃõï^ ÃèÂz¿ ØÄBéì



Dear Fathers,

I express my sincere sentiments of gratitude to our beloved 

Bishop Most. Rev. Dr. L. Thomas Aquinas, 

Very. Rev. Msgr. John Joseph Stanis: Vicar 

General, Very. Rev. Fr. Antony Selvaraj: 

Procurator, Rev. Fr. Antony Jesuraj: 

Director of Pastoral Centre for the permission, support and love 

towards the Youth and youth Commission. I would like to bring 

to your notice of all the programs of CDYC.

On 15.01.2026, Youth of St. Mary's Church, Vellakoil 

celebrated pongal which brought the values of the culture. I 

share my sincere gratitude to all the youth, 

youth representatives. Special thanks to 

Rev. Fr. Ranjithkumar who organized the 

program and guiding the youth in a 

meaningful way.

On 15.02.2026, youth of Christ the King Church, Kattoor 

organized stalls featuring snacks, juices and games in 

commemoration of Mission Sunday. They collected around 

30,000 from youth stalls and offered towards the mission 

initiatives. I thank sincerely the youth representatives and all the 

youth who participated actively in the mission Sunday program. 

I express my sincere gratitude to Rev. Fr. 

Thaddeus Amaladoss, Parish Priest for his 

ample guidance and opportunities given to 

youth.

13

News from CDYC
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On 08.03.2026, the youth of St. Joseph the 

Worker Church, Ondipudur celebrated Youth Mass 

with the Relic of St. Carlo Acutis. Rev. Fr. Alex, 

Director, RRC presided over the Holy Eucharistic 

celebration and seminar. My sincere gratitude goes 

to all the representatives and all the Youth who 

participated in this. I thank Rev. Fr. Patrick, Parish Priest, for his 

ample guidance to the youth for their welfare.

During lent, many parishes celebrated youth Lenten retreats 

in the parish level. I express my sincere gratitude to all the parish 

priests, who arranged the retreats for the 

spiritual welfare of our youth, Youth 

representatives for coordinating the 

programs, and all the youth who 

participated in all the Lenten retreats. All 

these programs helped the youth to grow in spirituality. Many of 

our youth team conducted way of the cross, participated in 

confessions and celebrated the meaningful Easter.

On 17.03.2026, Youth adoration and youth way of the cross 

were conducted with the youth of St. Theresa's Church, 

Othakalmandapam. I thank all the youth 

representatives and Youth for the active 

participation. My sincere gratitude goes 

to Rev. Fr. Joy Jeyaseelan, Parish Priest 

for all beautiful and meaningful 

initiatives for the spiritual welfare of the youth.

Our youth of St. Thomas Church, Avinashi spent a day with 

people of Mercy Home on 29.03.2026. They started the Holy 

week really holy by the merciful deeds. I express my sincere 

gratitude to all the youth who participated, Youth 
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representatives for coordinating and Rev. Fr. 

Maria Joseph, Parish Priest, who is the 

backbone of all the preparations.

Our youth of St. Francis Xavier's 

Church, Sowripalayam have conducted a 

virtual way of the cross for the parishioners on 30.03.2026. It 

was enlightening, enthusiastic and spiritually elevating our 

spirits. I express my hearty wishes to the youth 

representatives and all the youth who participated 

in this. My sincere gratitude to Rev. Fr. George 

Rosario, Parish Priest and Rev. Fr. Arul Irudayaraj, 

Asst. Parish Priest for guiding the youth 

effectively.

Our youth of Annai Velankanni Church, 

Palladam participated in the way of the cross with 

the heavy cross that they carried on 03.04.2026. They 

participated in an hour Holy Eucharistic adoration.

On 19.04.2026, in St. John De Britto's Church, RS Puram, 

Youth mass was celebrated which was presided over by Rev. Fr. 

S. Gnanapragasam, Secretary, CDYC and youth seminar on 

'Inner Child and Trauma Healing' was conducted. I sincerely 

thank all the youth representatives, coordinators for arranging 

such a program. For the last year they have conducted 10 

seminars for the youth on useful topics. 

The topics included finance, law, human 

rights, Personality Development, which 

enhanced the youth in different spheres. 

All these possibilities have become a 

reality because of Rev. Fr. Paulraj, Parish 
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Priest, and Rev. Fr. Naveen 

Rosario, Asst. Parish Priest. I 

express my sincere gratitude to 

the parish priests.

O n  1 9 . 0 4 . 2 0 2 6 ,  q u i z  

competitions were conducted for our youth by presentation nuns 

for the youth of St. Joseph's Church, Ondipudur, 

Annai Velankanni Church, Palladam and St. 

Antony's Church, Mettupalayam on the very 

same day.

On 23.04.2026, our youth have successfully 

casted their votes as the citizens of this 

democracy.

On 26.04.2026, a day of retreat for youth in 

our Rosary Retreat Centre, Karumathampatti was conducted 

with the theme" Emmaus Experience" there were around 50 

youth who participated in the 

program. Talks on scripture,  

psychology of modern problems of 

present day youth, confession, Holy 

Rosary, Divine Mercy Rosary, Holy 

Eucharistic Adoration, and Holy 

Eucharistic celebration were there for the youth. All the youth 

felt that it was a meaningful day to be with the Lord. Rev. Fr. 

Alex, Director, Rosary Retreat Centre prepared very well for our 

youth. The talks were really touching the youth. They 

participated in a wonderful confession which made this Emmaus 

experience possible for them. It was really meaningful and 

joyful occasion.
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Some Glimpses of Memories:

With Love in Christ,
Rev. Fr. S. Gnana Pragasam,

Secretary, CDYC
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CMSSS Election Campaign for Safeguarding Young Girls in 
Tamil Nadu

The CMSSS undertook a focused election campaign to 
a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  
empowerment of young girls across 
Coimbatore district. As part of this 
initiative, CMSSS prepared formal 
election petitions outlining urgent 
protective measures and essential needs 

for young girls in Tamil Nadu, including 
access to education, healthcare, legal 
safeguards, and safe public spaces. 
These petitions were compiled into a 
six-page brochure, which served as an 

informational and advocacy tool. The brochure highlighted key 
demands such as stronger enforcement of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, gender-sensitive school 
environments, and skill development 
programs for adolescent girls. The 
brochure was systematically distributed 
to all regions of Coimbatore district, 

r e a c h i n g  
rural and urban blocks alike. Copies 
were submitted to MLA candidates, 
ward councillors, and local party 
leaders to ensure that the protection 
of young girls remained a priority in 
their electoral agendas. During the 

News from CMSSS
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election period, CMSSS conducted 
awareness drives emphasizing the need 
for political commitment to girls' 
empowerment. Through these efforts, 
CMSSS successfully placed the issue of 
young girls' safety at the forefront of local political discourse, 
urging leaders to take actionable steps post-election.

Training Program for Coordinators: Government 
Schemes and Digital Registration

A two-day training program for coordinators on 
government schemes and smartphone-
based beneficiary registration was 
conducted with the objective of 
empowering coordinators to effectively 
facilitate access to welfare schemes for 
women Self-Help Groups (SHGs). The 
program featured Mrs. Rosy and Mrs. 
Dhanalakshmi as resource persons. The training comprised 
input sessions and hands-on workshops. Day one focused on an 

overview of various central and state 
government schemes, covering 
eligibility criteria, application 
procedures, and the socioeconomic 
implications and benefits for SHG 
members.  Coordinators were 

sensitized to the transformative potential of these schemes in 
enhancing livelihoods, health, and education. Day two was 
dedicated to practical workshops wherein coordinators were 
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trained to utilize smartphones for beneficiary registration. 
Sessions covered downloading official applications, data entry, 
document upload, and troubleshooting common technical 
issues. Participants engaged in simulated registration exercises 
to ensure proficiency. Mrs. Rosy provided expert insights into 
scheme documentation and community mobilization strategies. 
Mrs. Dhanalakshmi led the digital training component, 
emphasizing accuracy and data security. Interactive discussions 
enabled coordinators to clarify doubts and share field 
experiences. The program concluded with a commitment from 
all coordinators to implement the learning within their 
respective SHG clusters, ensuring that eligible women are 
enrolled in relevant schemes. The training successfully 
enhanced both the conceptual understanding and technical 
capacity of the participants.

One-Day Awareness Program 
on Girl Child Upliftment

Coimbatore, March 31, 
2026 – A one-day training and 
awareness program, coordinated 
by the Snehidhi Movement, was held at Plaza Inn, Coimbatore. 
The event witnessed the participation of approximately 50 NGO 
coordinators from across the district.

The primary objective was to underscore the critical 
importance of prioritizing 
the needs and protection of 
young girls. Input sessions 
highlighted existing social, 
educational, and safety-
related challenges faced by 

girls in the district, urging participants to systematically 
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formulate and articulate these concerns. Through collaborative 
discussions, the attending coordinators identified key obstacles 
hindering the holistic development of young girls. A significant 
outcome of the program was the decision to work collectively 
with a core group of five NGOs. This consortium is tasked with 
drafting a comprehensive representation—detailing the 
identified challenges and proposed remedial measures—to be 
formally presented to candidates contesting the upcoming 2026 
elections. The program concluded with a firm resolve to place 
sustained emphasis on the upliftment of young girls' lives as a 
non-negotiable agenda for the district's future governance.

Training Program for Coordinators: Pilot Study and Youth 
Survey

A structured training 
program was conducted by the 
P r a t h a m  t e a m  t o  e q u i p  
coordinators for a pilot study and 
large-scale survey targeting 
youth aged 18 to 35 years. The survey, administered via Zoho 
Forms, covered four designated areas: Kinathukadavu, 
Anamalai, Pollachi South, and Pollachi North.

To ensure uniform implementation, two orientation programs 
were held. The first orientation took 
place in Coimbatore, focusing on 
overall survey objectives, digital data 
collection protocols, and ethical 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  T h e  s e c o n d  
orientation was conducted in 

Kinathukadavu, with an emphasis on field logistics, 
troubleshooting Zoho Forms, and engaging youth respondents 
effectively.
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During the sessions, coordinators were trained to supervise 
surveyors, verify data accuracy, and address technical issues in 
real-time. Emphasis was placed on maintaining neutrality, 
ensuring informed consent, and capturing reliable responses 
from the target age group across the four regions.

Post-training, coordinators successfully conducted a pilot 
study to test survey flow and form functionality. Feedback from 
the pilot informed minor refinements before the full-scale 
rollout. The program strengthened coordination capacity and 
standardized data collection practices, ensuring consistency 
across all four zones. The Pratham team remains committed to 
ongoing technical support and periodic review meetings to 
uphold data quality and survey efficiency.

KOLPING

KOLPING VISIT

On April 9th, the Kolping coordinator conducted an official 
visit to the Poondi Madha Kolping family at Puliyakulam. The 
primary objective of the visit was to assess the functioning of the 
group and ensure the smooth maintenance of its bank account. 
During the interaction, the coordinator meticulously verified all 
relevant documents and records pertaining to the group's 
financial operations. The loan status of individual members was 
examined, and compliance with established procedures was 
confirmed. Members were given the opportunity to raise their 
concerns; accordingly, their doubts regarding account 

m a i n t e n a n c e ,  
repayment schedules, 
and interest calculations 
were clarified on the 
spot. The meeting also 
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focused on the future planning of the Kolping family. 
Discussions were held on strengthening internal savings, 
improving loan recovery mechanisms, and expanding member 
participation in upcoming formation programs. The coordinator 
emphasized the importance of transparency and collective 
responsibility in sustaining the group's financial health.

Overall, the visit was constructive and reaffirmed the 
commitment of the Poondi Madha Kolping family to the 
principles of mutual support and sound financial management. 
Further follow-up is planned to ensure continued progress.

Valparai Kolping Families' Day Out with Retired Priests

On April 13th, a group of fifteen 
members from the Valparai Kolping 
Family visited the Bishop's House to 
spend a meaningful day with the retired 
priests of our diocese. The day 
commenced with a solemn Eucharistic 
celebration, fostering a spirit of unity and prayer. Following the 
Mass, an interactive session was held, during which the Kolping 

members and the retired priests shared 
thoughts and experiences. This exchange 
proved to be a moment of mutual 
enrichment, blessing the visitors with the 
priests' wisdom and offering the clergy the 
joy of pastoral connection. Subsequently, 

a fraternal agape was shared by all present, deepening the bonds 
of fellowship. I extend my sincere gratitude to the coordinator 
and the entire Kolping Family of Valparai for their generosity. 
They graciously spent their time and provided a hearty lunch for 
our retired priests, making the event a resounding success. Their 
thoughtfulness and devotion brought immense joy to our senior 
clergy. May God bless their continued apostolate.
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KOLPING VISIT AT PODANUR 

A cordial visit to the Kolping family in Podanur was 
conduc t ed  on  Apr i l  11 th .  The  
coordinator's presence brought a spirit of 
encouragement and warmth to the 
gathering. During the visit,  the 
coordinator carefully checked and 
verified the registers and records, appreciating the family's effort 
in maintaining systematic documentation. Following this, he 
patiently clarified various doubts raised by 
the members, ensuring everyone felt heard 
and supported. A meaningful interaction 
followed, focusing on the community's 
future plans. The coordinator listened 
attentively to their ideas and aspirations, offering gentle 
guidance and practical suggestions to strengthen their upcoming 
initiatives. The atmosphere remained respectful and 
collaborative throughout. The visit concluded on a positive note, 
with renewed commitment from the Kolping family to work 
together under the coordinator's thoughtful leadership. Overall, 
the meeting was productive, reassuring, and deeply motivating 
for all present.

KOLPING VISIT AT CATHEDRAL

The monthly supervisory visit 
to the Kolping family unit was 
conducted on April 13th at the 
C a t h e d r a l .  T h e  c o o r d i n a t o r  
systematically verified and checked all 
Kolping family records and registers, confirming their accuracy 
and compliance with established guidelines. A detailed review 
of internal loans and corresponding repayments was also 
undertaken; all financial transactions were found to be in order.
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Following the verification, an interactive session was held 
with family members to discuss their future plans. Members 
outlined initiatives focused on skills training and expanded 
community outreach. The coordinator provided constructive 
feedback and encouraged adherence to sustainable financial 
practices. No discrepancies were noted during the inspection. 
The visit concluded with a mutual commitment to strengthen 
record-keeping and support the group's upcoming projects. A 
follow-up review is scheduled for next month.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING 
WORKSHOP FOR WOMEN

A t ra in ing  workshop on  sk i l l  
development in pre-pleating of sarees was 
conducted for women by Kolping India at 
the CMSSS Animation Centre. The programme aimed to equip 
participants with a practical, income-generating skill tailored to 
the needs of homemakers. A total of 15 women participated in 

the workshop. The training focused on 
hands-on practice, with each participant 
working directly with sarees, iron boxes, 
and clips under expert guidance. The pre-
pleating technique enables the creation of 
neatly folded, ready-to-wear sarees, saving 

time for daily users and offering a small-scale business 
opportunity for trained individuals. The three-hour session 
emphasized practical application, 
ensuring that every attendee gained 
proficiency in the method. Upon 
successful completion of the training, all 
15  par t ic ipants  were  awarded  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e i r  
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achievement and competence in the skill. The workshop proved 
highly beneficial for housewives, as it provided a flexible, 
home-based avenue to earn supplemental income without 
disrupting domestic responsibilities. By learning a marketable 
craft, the women are now empowered to take on orders from 
neighbours, local shops, or community members. Kolping India 
and CMSSS remain committed to organizing further such 
initiatives to promote women's economic self-reliance at the 
grassroots level.

MONTHLY VISIT TO VINNARASI KOLPING FAMILY 

A m o n t h l y  v i s i t  w a s  
conducted by the Coordinator to 
the Vinnarasi Kolping Family, 
assembled at the Cathedral 
premises. The primary objective 
was to review the family's 
operational compliance and provide necessary guidance. During 
the visit, the coordinator systematically checked and verified all 
statutory registers and records, ensuring they were accurately 
maintained. Members were given the opportunity to raise 
concerns, and the coordinator clarified their doubts regarding 
procedural and administrative matters. A detailed interaction 
was held concerning the status of internal loans, including 
repayment schedules and disbursement practices. The 
discussion further extended to future plans, focusing on 
sustainable initiatives to strengthen the family's financial and 
social activities. Constructive suggestions were offered to 
enhance transparency and collective participation. The visit 
concluded with an encouraging note, reaffirming the Kolping 
family's commitment to its core values. The members 
appreciated the coordinator's guidance, which is expected to 
facilitate smoother operations and goal-oriented progress in the 
coming months.
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

On April 18th, an assistance program was 
organized at the CMSSS Animation Centre to 
support deserving and marginalized women. 
Through the collaborative efforts of Kolping, a total of 15 
women were provided with sarees and ration kits. The initiative 
aimed to address both material and nutritional needs, offering 
dignity through traditional attire and essential food supplies. 
Each beneficiary was carefully identified by Kolping to ensure 
that support reached the most vulnerable members of the 
community. The distribution proceeded in an orderly and 
respectful manner, with beneficiaries expressing sincere 
gratitude. No operational difficulties were reported. In 
conclusion, the program successfully fulfilled its objective of 
extending timely, compassionate assistance. Continued 
collaboration with Kolping is recommended to sustain and 
expand such welfare efforts in the future.

COMBATING HUNGER AND DISEASE 

Title: "Nourishing Bodies, Healing Communities"

The Hunger and Disease Alleviation Program is a 
collaborative initiative by the Tamilnadu social service society 
and Coimbatore Multipurpose Social Service Society to address 
food insecurity and preventable illnesses in marginalized 
communities. This effort brings together the collective strength 
of our parishes to make a tangible difference in Christ's name. 
The Contribution details are given below in the table. I thank all 
the parish priests and the parishioners who had contributed for 
this noble cause.
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UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDRATION TRUST (UWFT)
MONTH OF APRIL -2026
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NABFINS LOAN DETAILS
MONTH OF APRIL -2026

COIMBATORE DIOCESE HEALTH COMMISSION

ELDERLY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AT ÉLUR

A dedicated help program was successfully conducted at Élur for 
the benefit of aged individuals, united with the support of lay 
people from the community. Recognizing the pressing needs of 
the residents at the local elderly home, the initiative was 
organized to provide essential material support 
to the vulnerable population. Groceries and 
clothing were systematically distributed to the 
residents, ensuring that basic necessities were 
met with dignity and care. This effort was 
made possible through the collaborative spirit 
of volunteers who took the initiative to identify 
the needs and coordinate the aid. The Health 
Commission extends its formal gratitude to all 
the volunteers whose selfless service was instrumental in the 
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execution of this program. Sincere appreciation is also conveyed 
to the donors whose generous contributions made this cause a 
success. Their collective efforts reflect a commendable 
commitment to the well-being of the elderly in our community.

CHILDREN'S GATHERING AT KOLAPALUR

A special gathering for children was held at Kolapalur on 
March 22nd, beginning with a Eucharistic 
celebration dedicated to the young 
members of the community and all the 
faithful. The Holy Mass set a reverent and 
joyful tone for the day. Following the Mass, 
a gathering brought together approximately 60 children from 
three parishes: Gobi, Kolapalur, and Karatadipalayam. A faith 
session was thoughtfully organized for the children, focusing on 
the importance of catechism in their spiritual growth. This 
session was led by Fr. Tellis Roch, who engaged the children 

with great care and clarity. After the 
session, a wholesome breakfast was 
arranged for all the children, followed 
by a screening of The Passion of the 
Christ, offering them an opportunity 
for reflection. I extend my heartfelt 

gratitude to Fr. David Alexander for his dedicated efforts in 
organizing this meaningful day, and to the parishioners for their 
warm hospitality and support. I also sincerely thank Fr. Maria 
Antony, Parish Priest of Gobi, for his encouragement and 
support. As a token of remembrance, prayer cards and pens were 
distributed to the children. The gathering was a blessed occasion 
of faith, fellowship, and joy for all.

CHAT MEETING 

A significant meeting of the CHAT (Catholic Health 
Association of Trichy) was convened on April 11th at Trichy, 
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bringing together all member institutions in a five-hour 
program. Representing the Coimbatore Diocese Health 
Association were Fr. Giles, Sr. Anthony Mary FMM, and Sr. 
Dhivya Princy FSPM. The event featured an insightful input 
session on the CommCare app, highlighting its practical 
relevance for healthcare units. This was followed by an 
interactive discussion focused on the upcoming Annual General 
Body meeting, scheduled for July 9th and 10th at Coimbatore. 
During this session, responsibilities were shared among the 
participating member institutions to ensure effective 
collaboration. The program was efficiently hosted by CHAT, 
fostering a productive environment for planning and skill 
development. Overall, the meeting strengthened inter-diocesan 
coordination and equipped members with useful digital tools for 
their healthcare mission.

Rev. Fr. Tellis Roch
Director, CMSSS
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May God grant them eternal rest 

01-05-1973 Rev. Fr. M. Lazare 

04-05-1916 Rev. Fr. Pageault

05-05-1975 Rev. Fr. Maria Ambrose

06-05-1896 Rev.Fr. E. C. Bouchard

06-05-1934 Rev. Fr. G. Boulanger

06 -05-1996 Rev. Fr. S. Joseph Pragasam

07-05-2019 Very Rev. Fr. Kulandai Raj

09-05-1926 Very Rev.Fr. L. De Gelis, V.G

09-05-1995 Rev. Fr. Patrick D' Rosario

10-05-1891 Rev. Fr. T. Le Bonzec

12 - 05-2010 Rev. Fr. Maria Selvam

13-05-1876 Rev. Fr. Bochaton (Paul)

13-05-1986 Rev. Fr. Saveriar

14-05-1952 Rev. Fr. N. Madalainathar

16-05-1910 Rev. Fr. M. Ligier

18-05-1938 Most Rev. Fr. Maria Tournier

21-05-2018 Rev. Fr. C. S. Madalaimuthu

27-05-1882 Rev. Fr. Xavier

28-05-1922 Rev. Fr. P. P. Briand

30-05-1915 Rev. Fr. J. H. Blanchard
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